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Life as an only child is going well for
his TV shows

But as his brother gets older. Elmore
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ing because people are too busy to
their lives through the power of

Tips for Reading Success
B The New Small Person
Elinore, until o new little person comes

and knock

realizes that a sibling can become a
B The Word Collecior (Sonja Winmer )
disappearing from her collection.
remember them. Can Luna bring
words? {Also available in Spanish.)

M Lven Superheroes Have Bad Days

{(Shelly Becker)
!

Superherocs could use their

powers o do naughty things,
like change the weather or
cause chaos when thev are
sad or mad—Dbut do they?
Readers will lind out how
even the mightiest superhe-

roes work through their emotions o
malke a dilference in the world

W How Did That Get in My
Lunchbox? The Story of Food
(Chris Butterworth)

Where do common foods like bread.
cheese. and carrots come from? This
nonfiction book deseribes their jour-
neys from farm o lunchbox.
Your child will discover
that it takes a lot of
work to grow and pro
duce yummy toods
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Adventures in reading

Whats between the pages
of a book? An advemure
that your youngster could
go on—without leaving
home! These ideas will
show him all that he can
learn on his nonfiction
reacdling expeditions.

Take an animal safari
Together. look for animals + = QY
outside, and hielp vour child ™
malkie a list of the ones you see.
Then, read books or look online 10

learn facts about cach one. What docs it

cat? What are its babics called? Does it

sleep at night or during the day? Encour-

age vour voungster Lo write cach fact

{or dictate it o youw) in a notebook 1o
carry on luture walks. How many new
animals can he “meet™

Meet people

Scientists, artisis, civil rights leaders |

biographices are full of fascinating peo

ple. Suggest that vour voungster make
a traching card for each person he reads
about. He could write facts like the per

sons name. birthplace. and accomplish-

ments. Or he might write a letter (real

Fine-motor fun

or pretend) 1o the person that includes
guestions he has.

Visit new places

Let vour child plan an imaginary trip
1o a book’s sctting, After a story about a
rain forest. read a nonliction book eon
jungles. He can use facts he fearns o
make a packing list for his journey. Hell
have to think about the chmate {hot.
rainv) to dectde what he needs (wide
brimumed hat, lats of water, wnbrella’.
He could also write a pretend posteard
from his destination @

drawing, and more. Trv these activitics

other o wansfer them—one at a tme

Plaving with tiny objects strengthens lintle hands—hbuld-
ing the fine-mowor skills vour child needs for handwriting,

® Cotton-ball race. Give cach plaver an cmapty bow! and a
bowl containing 12 couton balls or other small. soft wems
Using tweezers ot vour thumb and forefinger, race cach

to the empty bowl. Who will win the race?

@ Yarn wrapping. Lct your voungster use safety scissors 1o cut long pieces ol col

orful yarm. Then, have her tape one end of each o the outside of a cup. wrap the
varn around and around. and wape down the opposite end, Fdea: She could use
her creation as a pencil or crayon holder. ¥
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Ready, set, write!

Drawing is the first wav children
express their thoughts on paper. You
may also have noticed—oar will
soon notice—your youngster
writing scribbles, letters, or words
on her pictures. Use these strate-
gics 1o support your little writer
at every stage.

Drawings. [tivite vour child 1o tell
you all about pictures she draws. Ask
questions that encourage her to tell a
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@ Reading

aloud—together

@ My son loves when I read to him. Any
tips for using story time to help him fearn
to 1ead himself?

0 Sure! Start by asking your child to
join in when vou read. Try reading a
book with a refrain. perhaps The Vory
Hungry Caterpillar (Eric Carvle) or f You
Give d Mouse a Cookic (Lawma Numer-
ofl). Afier a lew pages, pausc belore the
repeating part—your son will fecl
proud to finish the page himself (“But
he was still hungry!™)

Your ¢l will also Tearn from hsten-
ing to you read vhyming books. Stop
before you say each rhyming word 1o let
vour youngster [l it in.

Finally. develop lus reading compre-
hension by alking about stories. Share
vour reactions (“That part really
cracked me up!™), and listen while he
tells vou his response.¥
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story: “Who is in vour drawing?”

“What arc thewr names?™ Tip: As vour
voungster learns to write her name
in school, have her start printing it
on pretares she draws at home,

Scribbles. 1s your child adding
scribbles or letter-like shapes o
her pictures? Combining drawing
and writing 15 a big step toward
learning o write. Acknowledge her
clforts by asking. “Can you read
that to me?”

Writing. \When vour voungster
begins writing actual letters or words,
help her list words she uses frequently, Examples: the, hike,
Monuny, Daddy. She can label her list “Words 1 Know™ —and
refer to it to help her write captions for her piciures. W
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Plant an alphabet tree

Read an alphabet book with your child.
then encourage him to build his own alphabet tree
identily and remember letiers.

1. Lot vour youngsier planta “uee }runl\'" (an. |
empty cardboard paper-towel 1%1hc lina cup‘h_llcd
with dirt or sand. Then, help him cut small sh:f-
into the trunk and insert craft stick “hranches.

2. Have vour child draw 26 ~alphabet leaves™ on T
l  out., and write a letier on cach leaf. Tip: He could Hip
nd himself what cach letter looks like.

alphabet song} while he tapes cach

green paper. cut the i
through the alphabet hoak to reon

3. Toeether, recite the alphabet (or sing the
leaf 1o any branch.

R
Ain—can vour child find cach letter on his tree?"

—

L4. Read the book ag

Parent

Family show-and-tell
tOPa,reIlt Wi yl |
ien my daugh-

ter Erica began kindergarten, she was
hesitant 1o speak up during show-and
tell. Her teacher suggested that we prac-
tice at home, so we decided 10 hold a
weekly family show-and-tell night.
Every Friday. we gather
tn the living room and
lake urns Sh'dl'i['lg
something that’s
mportant o us.
Lach person
explains why her
show-and-tell item
is special, Then we

ask questions, such as, “What do you
like best about it?” or “Where did you
geLit?” We've shared books, drawings,
souvenirs, and more.

What began as a way to help Erica
practice speaking has turned out to be a
great [amily conversation
starter. Now Erica is

in sceond grade—

shes speaking up
more in class. and
we still look for-
ward to famuly
show-and-tell
cach week ¥
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B Cragy About Cats
(Owen Davey)

From wild cats like ocelots
and pumas to house cats, this nonfic-
tion book [rom the Abow Animals

serics teaches readers all
about cats. Your child
will discover where
cats live, what thev
cat, and the special
features they have.
(Also available in Spanish.)

B Framed! (Jamcs Ponri)
fwelve-vear-old
Flonan Bates is no
ordinary middle
schooler. When
his faumily moves o

Washington. DC. he starts his own spy
ageney with the help ol his new Triend
Margaret. Follow along in this spy
advenure as the young sleuths help
the FBI solve a blﬂ case.

M The Housc That Low Built
{Mue Respicio)
Low loves her woodshop class, and for
aschool project. shes planning to
build her own tiny house on a piece of
land shes inherited. But she quickly
realizes that huilding a new swruciure
isn' as simple as it
seems. Determined.
Lou finds creative
solutions to the
many roadblocks she
faces along the wav.

B Go Figure! Big Questions Abowt
Numbers (Johnny Ball)

Your youngster can tearn about
ancient numbers, explore “magic”
numbers, anel imagine a newspaper
with no numbers in this nonfiction
book, He'll also see how numbers are
used in all aspects of life. Includes quuiz
uestions and answers.
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Strategies for a new year

As vour youngster reads more com
plex stories and textbooks, she'll
need new strategies for under-

standing and remembering new 3

material. Help her start the vear
off right with these activitics

Fill a “thinking cap”
When your child needs
to tackle a challenging chap-
ter. have her get a baseball
cap. Each time she finds a
new fact or unlamiliar word,
she can write it on aslip ol paper

@]

and put the stip in the hat. Aflier she fin-

ishes reading. she should reread every

thing in her thinking cap and look up

delinitions of words she doesit know,

Writing and reviewing the information
will help her fearmn it

Draw a comic strip

Suggest thal your voungster create a
comie strip about what shes studving
istick higures are okav! ). Say she’s read
g abowut the water evele in her science
boalk. She could draw one panel with a
character boiling a pot of water and
cxplaining evaporation. and another
pancl with someone walking in the rain

Fact or opinion?

/
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and talking about precipitation. This s a
fun way for her 1o visualize the materiad.

Take a “commercial break”

Your child can pretend there's a com
wercial break at the end of cach chapter
in a novel shes reading. Her job is 1o
Wrile a “teaser —a question to encottr-
age the audience to stay tuned. I shes
reading Bunnicula (Deborah and James
Howe), she might write, "Will Bunnic-
wa get caught in the vegetable gavden?”
Then, have her predict the answer, Ask-
ing questions and checking predictions
let her monitor how well she under-
stancls a story. !

the difference:

@ “Would most people agree?”

® “Daes it rely on adjectives?

“Its the best toothpaste for your family!™ When vour
child reads a sentence hike this inan advertisement. =
does he understand that it’s an opinion? Distinguish- . Fiiy
ing fact [rom opinion is an important readimg skill.
Suggest that he ask himsell these questions o tell

Afacuis wue regardless
of who wiote it ("Trees are plants™), while an opinion
reflects the writers feelings or beliefs (" Trees shouldn't be cut down™).

i

—

fat

 Descriptive words ("Apple pic with ice cream is the
peifect dessert” } frequently indicate opmmn: while facts are more likely to stand
alone (~Apples are harvested in autumn ™), §?
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Add details to writing

Vivid cletails make your youngster's writ-

ing come alive. And getting a hrsthand
look at somcthing hes describing can
help him be more specilic. Share these
ideas 10 use when he writes stories.

Specific verbs. Suggest that your
child think of active verbs that
illustrate what he sees rather than
using bland verbs like was or went.
When he's outside. he might notice
how a tractor moves along a road.
Later. he can incorporate the details

hemseeReBIINEREERI I RISt ittt tabaga,,,,
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Is my child
on track?

As the schoot year gets
underway, how can [ el if my daughter is
on track with reading and writing or if she
needs help?

Q:p

0 The best way is to stay involved
with what vour child is doing in school.
Go through her backpack with her claily:.
and look over her work. Review the
teacher’s conunents on her assignments
or tests. and monitor the grades shes
receiving

Also, natice what she’s reacing lor
pleasure—onr if shes reading for pleasure.
Take turns reading aloud 1o each other.
and when its her wn, listen lor whether
she reads smwoothiy or scems to stuble
over words,

t vou're concerned. contact vour
daughters teacher. He can et vou know
i vour child is on track. and if shes not,
he'll work with vou o provide help. §
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into a story about a boy
living on a farm. “The
tracior crept slowly along
ihe dirt road” (instead of
“The tractor went down
the road” ).

My five senses. Have
your voungsicr usc at
feast one of lus senses
(sight. hearing, taste,
smell, touch) in his
description. If hes writing
abour making s'mores. vou
could toast marshmallows
together so he can notice how
. they smell and look. That may fead him to write, “A sweel.
toasty scent lilled the air as my marshmallow wirned golden
brown.” {7

Better listening = better learning

Good listening skills help vour child
learn information from lessons, class
presentations., and videos, Encourage
hiny o become a better hstener with
these challenges.

e What's different? Rcad a paragraph
from a newspaper or magazine 1 yvour
voungster. Then read it again. but
switch a few details. For example, vou
might change the name of a person or a ciny Its vour childs job 1o listen closely and
tell vou whats ditferent the second time around.

® Listen and answer. Together. listen to a podeast or an audiobook [or live min
utes. Each of vou can jot down a question the other person should be able w answer
— il vou listened caretully: Then wade questions. and answer them. Replay the audio
o check if vou heard right. i)
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Build a word

The word-making possi-
bilities are almost endless m
this vocabulary game.

Have vour voungster write each letter.
A—Z. on separate slips of paper and scai-
ter them ina bowl. For each round,
draw three letters. fay them
faceup. and set a timer for
three minutes. Each per
son writes words that
contain all three et
Lers iy any order.

Ihe goal is lor play
ers ko come up with

the most words that no one clse thought
ol and the Tongest possible word they can
define. For M. L and P a plaver might
write monopoly or plunctavium
When times up. read your words
aloud 1o cach other, Earn one point lor
every word thit no one
else wrote—and a
honus point for giving
the correet definition
of vour longest
word. Tip: Keep a
dictionary on hand
o check answers,




